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This article is how to record voice cues with your music (2 channels) using the device the "Blue 
Icicle", a USB audio interface.  The Icicle USB converter and mic preamp lets you connect your 
XLR microphone directly to your computer via USB.  You can get more information about the 
device from http://www.bluemic.com/accessories/.  This is a small device and it makes it very 
easy to record voice/music from your computer, anywhere you are.  If you "google" "Blue Icicle", 
you can also check around for prices. 
 
1. Open cuesheet in Word (you can open it full-screen, then use Windows / left arrow to make 

it 1/2 the screen on the left hand side) 
2. Plug in the icicle (put your own microphone on it), preferably always in the same port 
3. Open Audicity (you can open it full-screen, then use Windows / right arrow to make it 1/2 the 

screen on the right hand side) 
4. Check to be sure USB microphone audio device is selected (Blue icicle) (bottom row on top) 

- if not, right click on speaker symbol (bottom right of computer screen). Go to sound → 
microphone USB audio device  (**** If the Icicle is not recognized after plugging in, 
please check note at the end of this article***) 
 

 
 

5. Open music file (using Audicity → file → open) 
6. Your music should show in 2 tracks. 
7. Go to the menu "Tracks" then "Mix", then "Mix Stereo down to Mono" (this way you will not 

loose any of the music, which you would if you just delete a track). 
8. If you need to / want to adjust the speed of the music, now is where you should do it. 

- Select the whole piece of music (CTRL A) 
- go to menu "Effect" then "Change Tempo" and change it how you want. (NOTE: to change 
tempo by percent, take 45 then subtract the actual rpm, so let's say you want it played at 53.  
Take 53 minus 45 (that's the actual rpm change) = 8.  Then take the 8 / 45 x 100.  If you 
want to play it at 40, then take 45 minus 40 = 5. Then take 5 / 45 x 100 (be sure to put the + 
or - sign on the change tempo screen) 

9. If you want to have enough room to say your intro, go to beginning of the track & add 30 
seconds of silence (Generate → silence).  You can later delete the extra silence. 

10. Now go to the beginning of your music with your cursor and first select "pause" (the button 
with the 2 vertical stripes), then record (the red button). 
A new track will show underneath your music track.  This is your voice recording track. 
(If a new track does not open up, then you probably need to check the Preferences in 

This needs to have the 
Blue Icicle selected 
 

http://www.bluemic.com/accessories/
http://www.bluemic.com/accessories/
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Audacity.  Go to the menu "Edit" then all the way down to "Preferences".  When that screen 
opens, on the left hand menu, go to "recording".  When that opens up check to see that the 
3rd box is checked "record on a new track".) 

11. When you are ready to actually record, be sure your cursor is at the beginning, then hit the 
pause button again.  The music will begin to play and you can record to the music through 
your mike – it will only go to the bottom track. 

12. When you have finished your recording, hit the stop button (square 
button). 

13. Now is when you make these a stereo recording – this a very important 
step. Go to the small downward pointing triangle on the left menu of the 
top track. You have to use the track that has the music on it.  Click on 
that triangle and a little more than half way down is the choice, "Make 
Stero Track".  Choose that. 

14. Now you have a track with the top (left) as the music and the bottom (right) the voice. And 
for you that don't know, that is also how it is in DanceMaster, except the Clark made a 
mistake in naming the channels. So you have to check that the voice is in the left channel in 
his program. 

15. Go now to the menu "File" and export the file.  We always use the 'wav' format, so we can 
make any changes in another editing program, and then save it as an 'mp3', but you can 
handle that as you wish.  You can set where the file goes automatically, or when you export 
it you can go through the screen that opens & save it where you want it. 

16. Now you can close the file / program, you do not have to save the project, as it is called in 
Audacity. 
 
 

Edit as needed in Audition, or Audacity or any other music editing program you like best. 
Editing includes taking out the extra silence you don't want (we keep 2 seconds of silence at the 
beginning), adjusting the volume ration of the music / voice.  Please remember if it is overdriven, 
you cannot make it "un-overdriven". It will need to be re-recorded.  
(for some editing tips in working with Audacity, please go to the end) 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The next page is about adding the music /.voice you just recorded to DanceMaster. 
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Adding the cued music to your DanceMaster file 
 

1. Open DanceMaster, and in the Select 
screen, go to and open your cue sheet. 

2. Go to the Dance Details button (yellow 
button about 1/2 way down on the left hand 
side, right under the Playlist button 

3. On the Dance Details screen, first go to the 
"Music Sound File", and choose your cued 
music file.  Then go to the "Cues are:" and 
click "In Left Channel".  I know that you have 
the cues in the right channel, but Clark 
mixed these up in DM, L is R and R is L.  
Don't forget to save the changes after you 
make them.  Then you can close the screen. 
 
 
 
 

4. You should automatically go to your Play/Preview screen, and there please reload your 
dance.  There is a reload dance button on the top left hand side of the screen; it is the last 
button in this row. 

5. If you have used a formal introduction, so, "this dance 
is bla, bla, bla, etc", you need to click on "voice cues" 
ON, and then "voice intro"ON.  Then play your music, 
including your voice intro.  When you get to the end of 
the voice intro, tap on your computer the F-10 key.  
This will mark for the program the end of your voice 
intro.  You must do this if you want to play the music 
(with or without cues), without the voice intro.  Then 
just click "voice intro" OFF, and the music file will start 
after the voice intro.  You can "fine-tune" this a bit with 
the field "End of voice intro".   
 
 

6. When you play the dance with voice cues, you can 
also adjust a bit in DM the ration of cues to music. 

7. If you want to use syncronization, you can now do (or re-do) that.  I suggest you do this with 
the cues ON because that way you'll hear when your voice intro is finished. (Don't forget to 
save this after you have finished the syncronization.) And then reload your dance again. 

 
Setup Blue Icicle USB/Mic adapter if Icicle is not recognized after plugging in 
Having gotten in touch with Blue Microphones support, the following was recommended, and 
successfully alleviated the issue. 
 

• Go to your Start menu and open up Control Panel (or This computer-properties-device 
manager) 

• In control panel open up "Hardware and Sound" 

• In "Hardware and Sound" menu, open up the "Device Manager" under the "Devices and   
Printers" menu. 

• In "Device Manager" open the "Sound, Video, and Game controllers tab. 
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• There should be a device that says "USB Multi-Channel Audio Device". Right click it and 
select "Update Driver Software" 

• Select "Browse my computer for driver software" 

• Select "Let me pick from a list of device drivers on my computer" 

• Select "USB Audio Device". Hit Next 

• You should get a prompt that says installing driver. 

• Then you should see the message "Windows has successfully updated your driver software" 

• Your mic should now be showing up under "Control Panel/Hardware and Sound/Sound" in 
the recording tab as "USB Audio Device" 

 
SOME TIPS IN EDITING WITH AUDACITY 
 

• You can delete silence, or add silence (do this 
for both tracks at the same time, to keep them 
"together"). To delete, just highlight the part 
you want to delete by selecting this from the 
TOP of the wave & press "delete" on you 
computer keyboard. 
 
 

• To add silence, place your cursor where you 
want to add the silence, and click on "Generate 
→ Silence"  

 

• You can split the tracks, L & R, in order to increase 
or decrease the amplitude of either the music or 
voice.  Click on the little black triangle just to the 
left of the music wave. 
 
 

• Then, export file to your computer. You do not 
need to save changes when you exit. 


